
Art teacher receives $2,500 grant from Qwest 
By Avery Askew 

A $2,500 grant from 
the Qwest Founda­
tion will help art teach­
er Alicia Roesler pur­
chase new equipment 
for digital photography. 

Roesler applied for 
the grant to help with 
expenses in updating 
digital photography. 
With the grant comes 
a great deal of paper 
work. Roesler had to 
write how the grant 
would impact stu­
dents, how it would tie 
in with standards, and 
what she was going 
to buy with the mon­
ey while backing up 

the reasons it would 
help the school and her 
classes. In a year, she 
has to report on how 
it did affect her stu­
dents and their learn­
ing environment and 
how the money helped 
in a positive way. 

Thirty teach-
ers applied for the 
grant, with ten proj­
ects being chosen. 

"I am eager to put 
the money toward the 
Photography II classes; 
it will impact a lot of 
students," said Roesler. 

Roesler has given 
thought not only to set 
up a new photography 
studio but to purchase 

the photography class­
es a few. more cameras. 

"I have over 60 stu­
dents in photogra­
phy this year, and I 
believe there will be 
an even greater num­
ber of students next 
year" said Roesler. 

The $2,500 grant will 
give students a chance 
to improve their pho­
tographs with up­
to-date cameras and 
digital equipment. 

Another Pierre 
teacher to receive a 
grant was Pam Kean, a 
teacher at Jefferson El­
ementary. Kean's grant 
will be used towards 
her project "Adapting 

Literacy for Inclusion." 
Kean's project will 

allow her special­
needs students to par­
ticipate more easi­
ly in literacy activities 
with their classmates. 

"We recognized it as 
a good opportunity to 
really reach out to teach­
ers who work with stu­
dents on a day-to-day 
basis and really cap­
ture their ideas about 
innovative ways to use 
technology for the ben­
efits of their students," 

said Jeff Car-
mon, the representa­
tive from Qwest who 
presented the grants. 
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Art teacher Alicia Roesler accepts a mock check for $2,500 
from representatives of the Qwest Foundation. 

Band, chorus excel in music competition 
By Brian Chicoine 

Band and choir re­
cently competed at the 
Region Six Solo and En­
semble contest in Mo­
bridge. This competi­
tion is sponsored an­
nually by the South 
Dakota High School 
Activities Association. 

Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 13 was an early 
morning for the per­
formers as they left for 
their bus trip from the 
Riggs High parking lot 
at 5:30 that morning. 

"I don't think that it 
was fair that the young­
er band members got the 
nicer busses while the 
seniors got the shaft," 
said senior trumpet 

player Tyler Coverdale. 
The bus trip to the 

competition was a lit­
tle under two hours, 
but for most the time 
was spent sleeping. 

Because of the ear­
ly rise to make the bus, 
blankets were draped 
over everyone 
pillows under 
for the whole 

Band 

with 
head 
trip. 

Once the band actu­
ally got to the compe­
tition, the action start­
ed almost immediately. 

Bright and early, ju­
nior percussionist Dan­
iel Fry was the first to 
compete at 7:30 a.m .. 

He gave a master­
ful performance of 

"Flight of the Bumble­
bee" on the Marimba. 

Because of his 
piece, he received 
one of the only one's 
for the band that day. 

The grading scale 
of the competition was 
set with a score of one 
being a superior rat­
ing and two is an ex­
cellent performance 
with very few flaws. 

Along with Fry's 
one, seniors Tyler 
Coverdale and Casey 
Placek and junior 
Andy Lampe received 
a one for their trum­
pet trio. They played 
the "12 Concert Piec­
es" by Vaclav Nelhybel. 

Megan Vockrogt, a 
freshman flute play-

er, also received a 
one for her perfor­
mance of the "Sonata 
in F Major" by Johann 
Christoph Pepusch. 

It seemed to 
be a very success­
ful day for the band. 

"I felt that the kids 
did a lot better than I 
thought they would. 
I was very pleased 
with their performanc­
es," said band instruc­
tor Larry Johnson. 

Chorus 
While the band was 

off playing their instru­
ments, the choir was 
singing with their own 
natural instruments. 

"We had a good day; 
it was fun. The kids 

were well behaved, 
and they performed 
well" said chorus m­
structor Will Hanson. 

Senior Tanner Wald 
and Daniel Fry helped 
lead the pack as they 
sang "I Will Rejoice" by 
Michael W. Smith. After 
giving a very good per­
formance, they received 
a 1++ from the judge. 
This mark is one of the 
best marks possible 
that a judge could give. 

Along with Wald 
and Fry, some younger 
classmen received one's 
in the vocal portion of 
the music competition. 

"There were a cou­
ple of younger du­
ets that received 1 +s, 
which is fairly rare as 

freshman. 1bis is pret­
ty exciting because it 
gets them motivated for 
the competition next 
year," said Hanson. 

As the day came 
to an end, the band 
members returned 
home around 6:00 p.m .. 

Of the some 150 
Pierre musicians that 
participated in the 
competition, some 
were relieved that the 
competition was over 
and others already ex­
cited for next year. 

"Small group is al­
ways a lot of fun, and 
it's something that I am 
going to mi�s next year. 
I'm just glad every­
one could do well this 
year," Coverdale said. 


















